Twin Oaks Estate situates atop a hill on a parcel of land once owned by

a one-legged Revolutionary War general is a 26-room mansion that served
as the official residence of nine ambassadors from the Republic of China
(ROC) between 1937 and 1978 and which still belongs to the ROC
government in Taiwan.

In 1983, Dr. Fredrick F. Chien came to Washington as the representative
of the Coordination Council for North American Affairs (the unofficial
instrumentality set up to represent the interests of the people of

Taiwan in the United States and later renamed the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office).

By then the Twin Oaks mansion was in need of extensive repair. With the
approval of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs back in Taipei,
Representative Chien and his wife, Julie, supervised the repair of the
mansion's structural weaknesses, the repainting of its exterior, and the
restoration of the oak woodwork throughout its interior.

Today, as in times past, visitors to Twin Oaks appreciate the estate's
peony gardens, its Georgian Revival architecture, and its priceless
Ch'ing dynasty antiques. But more importantly, they enjoy each other's
company, share their thoughts, and form the kinds of lasting friendships
that have bound the two countries together for decades.
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