The Four Bandits

In 1887, Dr. Sun Yat-sen began his studies at the College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong. While he was there, he met frequently with Ch’en Shao-pai, Yu Lieh and Yang Ho-ling to discuss revolution. They became known as “the Szu Ta-K’ou” or “the Four Bandits.”

In 1883, after Dr. Sun returned from Honolulu, he first went to study at the Diocesan Home in Hong Kong and then transferred to Queens College and later the Po-chi Medical school at Canton. Finally, he entered the College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong . Dr. Sun decided to study medicine and become a physician so that he could spend part of his time practicing medicine and devote the rest to revolutionary work and forming associations with fellow revolutionaries. His goal was to save his nation and his people.

Whenever he had time while he was studying at the College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong, Dr. Sun would propagate revolutionary ideas among his classmates and friends. He also made frequent trips to Macau to spread his ideas.

At the time, most people were fearful and kept their distance when they heard talk of overthrowing the Ch’ing ruler. Only Ch’en Shao-pai, Yu Lieh, Yang Ho-ling, and Dr. Sun held similar goals and aspirations.

Even though Dr. Sun devoted himself to promoting revolution, he did very well in his academic studies. After five and a half years of study, he graduated from the College of Medicine ofr Chinese in Hong Kong. In addition to his natural intelligence, he was very industrious and his academic standing at graduation was outstanding. Besides ranking first in his class, he scored 100% in all his examinations. Due to the high level of excellence he achieved, he not only earned a medical degree, entitling him to become a medical doctor, but also qualified to receive his Ph. D. in medicine.

After his graduation from the College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong, Dr. Sun went first to Macau and then to Canton where he practiced medicine. Due to his impeccable manner and ethics, as well as his expert medical skill, he became well-known and his medical practice flourished. He was, however, not satisfied with this and continued secret talks with Yu Lieh and Ch’en Shao-pai regarding revolutionary activity. At that time, Yu Lieh was in Canton working at the Kuang-ya Publishing House so they often met together in Kang Feng Studio to discuss the great revolutionary enterprise. In the time between “the Four Bandits” era and the secret talks in the Kang Feng Studio, Dr. Sun’s revolutionary ideas became even more steadfast.

