After the Sino-Japanese war, the Communists obtained substantial weapons and
military equipment from Russia and were gaining in strength. In order to free the
people from engaging in another war, Chiang Kai-shek could not but conduct peace
talks with Mao Tse-tung, leader of the Communists, in Chungking in August of 1945.
However, later Mao broke the agreement.

In January of 1946, the national government proposed that three-man teams be
formed to handle conflicts between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party.
Taking full advantage of the peace talk mechanism (used whenever they were at a
disadvantage), the Communists not only created frictions between the government and
the United States but also accumulated for themselves quite a strong force. To
protect citizens and restore social order, the government initiated the "Operation against
Communist Bandits" in the winter of 1946. In 1948, the Communists initiated the Liao-
Shen, Ping-Tsin, and Hsu-Feng campaigns against the National Army in the northern
and northeastern provinces and subsequently launched an all-out rebellion. At this
point, sentiment grew in the party to seek peace with the Communists. Disappointed
with the disintegration within the party and worried about the future of the country,
President Chiang announced his resignation from the presidency on January 21, 1949
after consulting with Vice President Lee Tsung-jen.
The Communists became even more aggressive after President Chiang's
resignation. On April 20, 1949, the Communists crossed the Yangtze River; they took
Chungking in November. The whole country was then on the verge of falling into the
hands of communists, and the government moved to Taiwan. During this period, some
people defected to the communist camp. However, there were others who stood
against the Communists without giving in to threats or blandishments, leaving behind a
record to be remembered and admired by later generations forever.

