The Revive China Society

On November 24th, 1894 in Honolulu, Hawaii, twenty-five Chinese revolutionaries met at the home of an overseas Chinese sympathizer named He K’uan and announced the creation of a revolutionary group called the Revive China Society. This was the first Chinese revolutionary organization in modern times to make its goal the establishment of a democracy in China. The founder of the Revive China Society was a man named Sun Yat-sen, who was at that time only twenty-nine years old. He was later to become the Father of the Republic of China.

The Revive China Society was the first organization Dr. Sun Yat-sen was to create for the purpose of undertaking revolutionary activity. The name was changed several times and finally became the present-day Kuomintang. The aim of the Revive China Society was “to drive out the corrupt Ch’ing officials, revive China, and establish a united people’s government.” In other words, its purpose was to get people to join the revolution, overthrow the Ch’ing empire, and establish a democracy. Why did Dr. Sun Yat-sen want to overthrow the Ch’ing government? The most important reason was that during the Ch’ing dynasty the Chinese Empire had suffered repeated invasions by foreign nations. After each defeat, it had signed many unfair treaties, losing land and sovereignty. This had caused China to sink to colonial status in relation to other countries, to the point of practically losing its national autonomy. 

In its conflicts with foreign powers, the war that revealed most starkly the muddled and incompetent administration of the Manchus was the war with France in 1885. In this war, China was clearly the victor, but was tricked by France, and in suing for peace with the French nation, China foolishly ceded Vietnam to France. At that time, the Manchu government went to great lengths to cover up the truth and deceive the people. Dr. Sun Yat-sen was in Hong Kong at the time and read the reports in the foreign newspapers. He understood very clearly the circumstances surrounding this particular military conflict and knew that the Ch’ing government was already past the point of recovery. He made up his mind to work toward overthrowing the Manchu dynasty.

Nine years elapsed between his decision to overthrow the Ch’ing government and the creation of the Revive China Society. During this time, Dr. Sun Yat-sen pursued his education while promoting revolution. Forming associations with those who shared his ideals, he gradually moved down the road to revolution in China.

