Hsu His-lin’s Anking Uprising

At the end of the Ch’ing dynasty, revolutionaries took many different approaches in their effort to overthrow the Ch’ing government and establish a democracy.  Some armed themselves and led uprisings, some published propaganda, while others assassinated Ch’ing officials or committed suicide to shock the public.  This is the story of how Hsu His-lin purchased a public office and used his positon to carry off a grand scheme.

Hsu His-lin’s formal name was Po-sun.  He was a native of Tung-p’u in the Shaohsing district of Chekiang province.  In his early youth, Hsu His-lin had great ambitions and hoped to do something impressive.  When he was a young man, he traveled in Japan, where he became aware of the world-wide trend toward revolution and decided to join in.  After returning to China, he organized the Recovery Society with Ts’ai Yuan-p’ei and Tao Ch’eng-chang.  Together, they promoted the overthrow of the Ch’ing government and the restoration of Han Chinese rule.

When he was young, Hsu His-lin acquiesced to his father’s wish that he participate in the civil service examinations.  He passed the provincial examination, but later regretted it .  For the sake of the revolutionary cause however, in 1905, he purchased an office and asked the government to appoint him to an official post.  He was subsequently sent to Military Preparatory School in Anhwei province as an assistant principal.  The head principal of the academy was En Ming, appreciated Hsu His-lin’s ability and before long promoted him.  He consequently held two positions, serving concurrently as the director of the Provincial Department of Police and principal of the Police Academy.

In May of 1907, Hsu His-lin decided to instigate a revolutionary uprising by assassinating En Ming at the Police Academy on the day of commencement ceremonies.  On May 26th, Hsu His-lin opened fire and killed En Ming on the stage where the graduation ceremonies were taking place.  He then led the students to the armory to seize weapons and started an armed conflict.  Outnumbered, Hsu His-lin was overcome and taken into custody.  He accepted martyrdom clmly.

Even though Hsu His-lin’s Anking uprising in Anhwei failed, it shocked high-ranking officials in the Ch’ing administration into an uneasy mood.  They no longer dared to trust their subordinates, which destabilized the Ch’ing government even more.

