Even though the uprisings Dr. Sun had instigated in Canton and Waichow (Hui-choul had failed, people's minds were gradually awakening: In 1900. allied forces (if (he eight foreign powers had occupied Peking and demanded an indemnity of 1,000,000.000 taels from the Ch'ing- government.  In addition, each foreign power signed a number of unequal treaties-! with China, forcing the Ch'ing government to cede land as a part of the peace negotiations. The allied forces were also allowed to station troops in the capital. Young- Chinese intellectuals were already disgusted with the confused ineptitude of the Ch'ing- court and were now embittered over the humiliation of foreign aggression. They began to feel that revolution was the only solution.

The revolutionary trend had become an angry wave sweeping across the whole country.  An alarmed Ch'ing administration moved to protect its wobbling empire and believed that adopting- a constitution would mollify the people. 

In August of 1905, the Ch'ing- government sent five high government officials abroad to research the constitutional rule of various western nations. They were the Defender Duke, Tsai Tse: the Vice Minister of the Ministry of Revenue. Tai Hung-zu; the Vice Minister of the Ministry of War, Hsu Shih-ch'ang; the Provincial Governor of Hunan. Tuan Fang; and the Vice Minister of the Ministry of Commerce, Shao Ying.  At that time, a revolutionary insurgent named Wu Yueh came up with an assassination plot.  His plan was to kill the five Ch'ing- ministers in order to rouse the Chinese people's fighting- spirit and aid the revolutionary cause.

On August 26th, the five ministers went to (he Cheng- Yang-men Train Station in 1'eking- to take a train to Tientsin, where they were to hoard an ocean liner. The train station was crowded with people and Wu Yueh pretended to be an attendant. Picking up some luggage, he entered the depot. He boarded the first-class coach, where the attendants were to ride, and walked toward the ceremonial car, which was to be occupied by the five ministers. The locomotive was linking up with the rest of the train when, suddenly, the whole train was jolted. Instantly, a huge explosion ripped through the ceremonial car and the connecting coaches. The windows and frame of the train were shattered by the blast. This was followed by a cloud of smoke billowing into the sky. Many people in its vicinity were killed and many were injured. The five ministers were not close to the blast so only Tuan Fang and Shao Ying suffered minor injuries. 

The bomb Wu Yueh carried was the type activated by a firing pin. When it was jostled, the bomb exploded before it could be thrown.  Wu Yueh's attack, however, frightened the Ch'ing court and inspired greater revolutionary spirit among the people.

