Out of respect to international treaties, after the September 18th incident the
national government appealed for justice to the League of Nations. The League of
Nations ordered Japan to withdraw from Manchuria, and the international community
denounced Japan's aggressive action. But Japan, as a way to divert international
attention and to force China into giving up Manchuria, planned an attack on Shanghai,
the largest city on China's coast.

On January 12, 1932, the Foreign Ministry of Japan, citing increasing anti-Japanese
activities all over China, announced that it was taking decisive action to protect
Japanese interests; They decided to dispatch more ships, allegedly to protect Japanese
citizens in China. These actions caused a further deterioration in Sino-Japanese relations.
On January 20, Japanese in Shanghai, on the pretext of the beating of a Japanese
monk, set fire to a factory, killed and injured some Chinese policemen, and vandalized
several shops. These actions infuriated Chinese residents. Rather than try to stop
such atrocities by the Japanese, the Japanese consul-general in Shanghai, on the excuse
of protecting Japanese nationals, demanded an apology from the Shanghai municipal 

government.  The Japanese also asked the authorities to punish the culprits, pay
compensation, and ban anti-Japanese activities. The municipal authorities accepted

these terms on the 28th. The Japanese troops, however, took no notice of the response
and launched a surprise attack. Chinese troops met the attack immediately and fierce
fighting lasted for over a month. A cease fire was signed between the Chinese and
Japanese forces in May, and on May 31st, Japan announced that it was withdrawing all

its troops from Shanghai.

This event was then called the "Shanghai Incident" or the "January 28th Incident."

It not only demonstrated the unyielding heroism of Chinese troops and strengthened the

Chinese people's determination to resist foreign invasion, but also made other nations

look at China differently.

