In 1920. Wu Pei-fu, ;i prominent leader of the Chih faction, openly criticized the
Wan faction, which led to a war between tile two groups. The Chih troops. with the
aide of the Feng faction, crushed the Wan forces: thereafter. China was further torn by
disintegration and partitioning.

In 1921, Wn Pei-fu of the Chih faction sent troops to occupy Hupei Province,
expanding his sphere of influence. The Feng faction felt threatened and wanted to
prevent the Chih faction from further expanding its influence. So the next year
fighting broke out between the Chih and Feng factions. Chang Tzo-lin of the Feng
faction was defeated and retreated to Manchuria. In 1923, Tsao Kuen of the Chih
group bribed himself into the presidency, and Chang Tzo-lin of the Feng faction and Fu
Yong-hsiang of the Wan faction declared a boycott against Tsao Kuen. The second
Chih-Feng confrontation broke out in 1924. but F'eng Yu-hsiang of the Chih faction
changed sides during the fighting, resulting in the split-up of the Chih camp.
Thereafter, Manchuria and Hepei Province fell to Chanu Tzo-lin; Wu Pei-fu occupied
Henan and Hupei Provinces; and southeastern China was in the hands of Sun Chuan-
fang.
Seeing that regional warlords divided the nation and did great harm to civilians. Dr.
Sun felt a strong need to form an ideologically-educated and carefully-disciplined
revolutionary force to eliminate the worsening mess. In 1924. Chiang Kai-shek was
ordered to prepare a Military Academy at Whampoa.  I he Academy was formally
opened on June l('i, 1924, the second anniversary of the Chen Chiung-ming Incident.
Mr. Chiang was the director of the school and was given an important mission of
training future elites to be dedicated to the revolutionary cause.

Through the efforts of Chiang and the students and faculty of the school, the
National Revolutionary Army was finally taking sound shape. Dr. Sun encouraged the
students and faculty at the school to rebuild the revolutionary cause and to be the
backbone of the revolutionary forces. In less than a year, the Whampoa troops
suppressed rebellious forces in Kwangtung Province. In 1926, Chiang Kai-shek, then
Commander-m-Chief of the National Revolutionary Army, launched the Northern
Expedition against the warlords. Within three years, the warlords were ousted and the
whole nation re-unified. Thus all the separatist forces in the early Republic were
conquered one alter another by the valiant Whampoa troops.
