Following the August 13th confrontation in Shanghai, numerous officers and
soldiers of the National Army gave their lives to the country during the eight years of
the Sino-Japanese war. Among them, Chang Tzh-chung, Commander-in-Chief of the
33rd Regiment, was the highest in rank and died the most heroic death. He was also
granted most honored funeral after his death.

General Chang was born in Shantung Province. He was loyal and patriotic.
Most people in the Army at that time were illiterate, but General Chang had received
education in an institute of law and political science, as well as formal military training.
His abilities were highly regarded, and in 1927 he was appointed president of the
Northwest Military Academy. General Chang was well known for the strict training
of his troops, and his men were all brave and skillful in battle. The Broadsword Squad
that he trained won a large number of victories over the Japanese; they also won the
respect and admiration of all Chinese.

In 1935, General Chang was transferred to Tientsin, and he was responsible for
negotiating with the Japanese there. With the government's tacit consent, General
Chang put on the mask of a pro-Japanese politician to better deal with the Japanese.
Overnight he was mistaken for a traitor, and was cast aside by the people. He stayed in
Tientsin until the Japanese saw through his disguise, and then returned to Hsuchow to
lead troops. In Linyi County, his troops gained a splendid victory over the Japanese.

In 1940, General Chang and his soldiers fought to the very last man in bitter
fighting with the Japanese in Yicheng County. After General Chang's death,
Chairman Chiang Kai-shek made a funeral oration in which he revealed that General
Chang was entrusted by the government to work in Tientsin and had been forced to
endure humiliation. General Chang was then cleared of the charge of being a pro-
Japanese traitor. The inscription on his grave marker, "Heroic Patriotism Throughout
the Ages," done in Chairman Chiang's own handwriting, commemorates General
Chang's noble deeds to be admired by later generations.

