In the early days of the Republic, the domestic political situation was still unstable.
The northern government participated in World War I and received severely unfair
treatment at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919. Japan in particular was the
harshest source of humiliation. The news spread back home and caused a great deal of
agitation and fury. It was under these circumstances that the famous May 4th
Movement began.

On May 4th, 1919, the students of Peking gathered at Tienanmen Square, rallying
to the cry of "Regain sovereignty from intruders, get rid of domestic traitors." Then
the crowd went to file petitions to several embassies and turned to the east side of the
town to burn up the residence of Tsao Ju-ling, then Assistant Foreign Minister. The
crowd also made insulting remarks about Ambassador-to-Japan Chang Tsung-shiang.
About thirty students were arrested. The government took a very suppressive stance
on the movement and detained students who made public speeches in the street.
Students became even more furious and anti-Japanese sentiment all over the country
gained momentum.

The movement aroused an overwhelming response from all over the country. A
national protest was staged against government repression. Merchants in Shanghai
and Tientsin joined anti-Japanese activities. The government sensed the anger of the
people and thus in June fired Tsao, Chang, and Chairman Lu of the National Treasury,
who had borrowed money from Japan. The detained students were released. The
delegates to the Paris Peace Conference were instructed not to sign the treaty. At this
time, the May 4th Movement came to a halt.

The May 4th Movement was a significant page in Chinese history. It not only
demonstrated the willingness of students to make sacrifices for their country and also
society's willingness to join together in a boycott, it also showed a nationwide
awareness of the current crisis. The movement further inspired new thinking among
the people. From a cultural, social or political perspective, the May 4th Movement
made an everlasting impact on Chinese society, and this should always be kept in mind.

