Soon after the founding of the Republic of China, Dr. Sun Yat-sen gave up the
Presidency to Yuan Shih-kai to maintain the unification of the country. Yuan, however,
was only obsessed with proclaiming himself the Emperor. In June 1913, he deprived
several Kuomintang (KMT) governors of their posts. Yuan's attempt was now so obvious and outrageous that the Kuomintang could not but call for another revolution to topple Yuan, which was called the "Second Revolution."

The Second Revolution failed because of the lack of a well-organized military force and the fact that the citizens could not see what Yuan's real aspirations were. After the failure of the Second Revolution, Yuan started to aggressively build up his empire. In 1916, he proclaimed himself Emperor. Meanwhile, the Kuomintang again formed a national army to counter Yuan. Seeing strong defiance from the Kuomintang and no support around him, Yuan realized that he had little hope and thus called off the monarchy. He then died suddenly on June 6, 1916.

The Presidency was restored. Li Yuan-hung was now the President. Tuan Chi-
jui was the Premier. Tuan did not get along with Li because of disagreements over
World War I. Chang Hsun, Governor of Anhui Province, pretended to make peace
between them, while secretly attempting to restore the monarchy. Chang's attempt
was finally stopped by Tuan, who became so pompous that he declared war on
Germany and Japan singlehandedly without the approval of the parliament.
   Witnessing such chaos and disregard for law, Dr. Sun telegrammed the parliament in August of 1918 that he had decided to convene a national assembly in the south to maintain the prestige of the nation.

On September 10, 1918, Dr. Sun was named the Generalissimo in Kwangchou,
vowing to guard the national constitution. This was then called the "Constitutionalist
Movement". The movement failed due to a fragile revolutionary basis and absence of
revolutionary spirit. Dr. Sun then went to Shanghai and committed himself to the
writing of books such as "The Thought of Sun Wen," "A Strategy for Building the
Nation," and "Guidelines for National Construction," in order to establish a sturdy
foundation for the revolutionary cause.

