The First Shot Fired at the Advent of the Republic

Among the revolutionaries secretly preparing for the Wuchang uprising in 1911, the most important were the members of the New Army stationed at Wuchang. The New Army was a modern Ch'ing military division trained in Japan and German warfare tactics and had a very powerful striking- force. The thinking of the New Army soldiers was also very progressive; they saw the confusion and ineptitude of the Ch'ing government very clearly. As a result, a large number of them joined the revolutionary movement.

On October 9th, when the name list of revolutionaries was seized, Ch'ing General Chang Piao was shocked to discover, upon reading it, that the members included soldiers and officers in the New Army. He proceeded to mobilize cavalry and naval units to protect the governor-general's administrative headquarters. He also issued an order instructing every military unit to confiscate ammunition from the soldiers and officers. Proclaiming martial law, he barred the city gates and no soldiers were allowed to leave the city.

In the revolutionary camp, Teng Yu-lin was responsible for maintaining intercommunication. He had many ways of passing information and was consequently able to notify everyone that the revolt would be attempted on the evening of October 10th. Every revolutionary in the New Army was contacted, and it was decided to rise up simultaneously in revolt at the evening roll call. On the afternoon of October 10th, Hsiung Pin-k'un, from the engineering unit of the 8th battalion of the New Army, received the news and quickly told the other revolutionaries in his battalion to prepare. At 8 p.m., their activity aroused the suspicion of T'ao Ch'i-shcng, the platoon leader. T'ao Ch'i-sheng noticed two soldiers, Chin Chao-lung and Ch'eng Ting-kuo, cleaning and loading their guns. When he moved to seize Chin Chao-lung, Ch'eng Ting-kuo struck him with the butt of his gun from the side. Outmatched, T'ao C'h'i-sheng fled and Ch'eng Ting-kuo fired a shot after him. This was the first shot fired in the Wuchang rebellion. It was also the first shot of the Republic of
China.

At the sound of the first shot, the entire engineering unit immediately raised the battle cry. In response to the call for revolution, every soldier fired a shot into the air. As soon as gunfire was heard coming from Wuchang, revolutionaries in the Hunan artillery division moved to attack the governor-general's mansion.  When Governor-general Jui Cheng saw cannon balls landing directly on the administrative headquarters, he was frightened out of his wits and hurriedly ordered the guards to knock a hole in the rear wall. In the middle of the night, he escaped through the hole in the wall. After Jui Cheng fled, the Ch'ing soldiers had no leader to direct them. Wuchang fell into the hands of the revolutionaries.
