Though the eight-year long War of Resistance Against Japan ended in victory, the
nation was exhausted, and the Communists had gained an opportunity to build up their
strength. During the war the Communist strategy was "using 10% of effort to resist
Japan, 20% to resist the national government, and 70% to build up strength." After the
war, the Soviet Union gave them weapons surrendered by the Japanese, and further helped them foment rebellion.

Between July 1948 and April 1949, the Communists amassed over 600,000 troops
and launched seven large-scale attacks on Taiyuan City in Shansi Province. The
150,000 troops of the National Army defending the city were all killed, but the
Communists also suffered a loss of over 350,000 soldiers. These bloody battles were 

called "the Defense of Taiyuan," and the last battle was the most bitter and bloody.

The battle began on April 9, 1949, when the Communists launched an all-out attack
for the seventh time. Nationalist troops defended the city for two weeks; however,
they finally ran out of ammunition and supplies, and with reinforcements unavailable,
the city was close to falling. On the morning of the 24th, as Communist forces were
approaching the provincial government building, the acting governor, Liang Tun-hou,
and the chairwoman of the provincial women's association, Yen Hui-ching, took poison
and killed themselves. They left a will that their bodies be burned before the
Communists could humiliate them. In the afternoon, over 400 staff members of the
Special Military Police Command and the local government committed suicide, and
burned the government building where they lay.

It is estimated that about 500 people gave their lives for the country when Taiyuan
city fell to the Communists. After withdrawing to Taiwan, the national government
built a martyrs' shrine in Yuanshan in commemoration of their heroic sacrifice.

