Lin Chueh-min Says Farewell to His Wife

Among those who gave up their lives at the April 27th Canton uprising-, Lin Chuch-min's story was the most widely-known and inspired people's respect and admiration. Lin Chuch-min enjoyed a happy family life. He had kind and loving parents, an intelligent, attractive wife, and a lovely little boy. For the sake of his country and fellowmen, however, he gave up the happiness of a family life to participate in the revolutionary movement.
Lin Chueh-min's style name was I-tung. He was a native of the district of Min in Fukien province. He was a very gifted child and, at the age of fourteen, he entered Higher school. He devoted himself to studying the new knowledge from the west. He was especially influenced by ideas about freedom and equality. Later, he went to study in Japan and joined the United League, where he became actively involved in revolutionary activities.
In the spring- of 1911, Lin Chueh-min heard that the United League was planning to stage an uprising in Canton. He left Japan and went to Hong Kong to help Huang Hsing. When the April 27th uprising ran into difficulties, Lin Chueh-min, Huang Hsing and their compatriots stormed Canton. Leading the way, in the midst of a heated battle, Lin Chueh-min was wounded in the thigh and captured by the Ch'ing soldiers. The next day, the papers reported that the Ch'ing troops had captured a handsome youth with short hair, wearing western attire. This was Lin Chueh-min.
After Lin Chueh-min was apprehended, the Ch'ing officials interrogated him. He was not only unintimidated, but urged them to reform and dedicate themselves to the national cause. Lin Chueh-min was confined for several days and refused to drink any water. The Ch'ing officials had no choice but to sentence him to death. As he went to his execution, he didn't waver, and right up to the moment of his death, he maintained his heroic bearing. He was twenty-five when he died. 

Before the uprising, Lin C'hueh-min wrote a farewell letter to his wife. In his letter, he explained that he had joined the revolution to extend the love he felt for his family to his nation and his fellowmen. Because Lin Chueh-min and his wife had such a happy marriage, this farewell letter was tragically heart-rending.

