The London Ordeal 

In 1895, after the canton uprising failed, the Ch’ing government issued an order for the arrest of Dr. Sun. He had no choice but to sail for Japan with Cheng Shih-liang and Ch’en Shao-pai. The Japanese newspapers referred to Dr. Sun as a revolutionary, which pleased him because the Japanese people understood that he wasn’ta rabble rouser, but involved in carrying out a just revolution.

Dr. Sun remained in Japan for a short time and then proceeded to Honolulu and on to the United States, where he spread hisrevolutionary ideals and ideas about saving China among the overseas Chinese. Due to the failure of the Canton uprising, however, some were disheartened and others were frightened so they refused to associate with Dr. Sun. The Ch’ing embassy in the United States discovered his presence and investigated his activities. When he was informed of this, he left for England and arrived on October 1, 1896.

Dr. Sun knew no one in London except for Dr. Cantlie and Dr. Meng-sheng, whom he had known at the College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong. Besides visiting the homes of Dr. Cantlie and Dr. Meng-sheng, Dr. Sun read at the British Museum. The Chinese legation in England knew that Dr. Sun had come to London and made plans to apprehend him.

On October 11 1896 at 10:30 a.m., Dr. Sun left his hotel to go to Dr. Cantlie’s home. It was Sunday and he had arranged to accompany Dr. and Mrs. Cantlie to church. On his way, he was tricked by Ch’ing henchmen into entering the Chinese legation, where he was confined. The Ch’ing officials planned to charter a ship and send him back to China secretly. Fortunately, a British attendant at the legation had the courage to act responsibly and took a message for help to Dr. Cantlie form Dr. Sun. Alarmed at the news, Dr. Cantlie quickly took action to get him released. On the afternoon of October 23, Dr. Cantlie and representatives from the British Foreign Office and Scotland Yard entered the Chinese legation and forced Dr. Sun’s release.

Dr. Sun had been detained at the Chinese legation for thirteen days. He later wrote a book in English, titled Kidnapped in London, in which he described his experience during that period.

