The Heroine Ch'iu Chin
One week after Hsu Hsi-Iin's Anking uprising' failed, his cousin, Ch'iu Chin, was arrested in the Shaohsing district of Chekiang province. Ch 'iu Chin's style name was Shao Ch 'ing: She was also honored with two titles: Ching Hsiung and the Heroine of Chian Hu. A native of Shan-yin in the district of Shaohsing' in Chekiang province, she was the first woman to sacrifice her life for the Chinese revolution.
Ch'iu Chin grew up in an educated family. As a child, she displayed a bold temperament usually associated with boys. At the age of twenty-two, she followed her parents' wishes and married Wang T'ing-chun, with whom she had two children, a boy and a girl. When Wang T'ing-chun went to Peking to take a government appointment, Ch'iu Chin accompanied him. At that time, due to the Ch'ing court's defeat by Japan, the people were agitated and restless. Ch'iu Chin read the new hooks and journals, which brought her to an awareness of foreign trends and world events. She personally witnessed the subjugation of Peking by the allied forces of the eight foreign powers and was deeply affected. This led her to develop a revolutionary consciousness. Her husband, on the other hand, was a loyal, cautious man. Since their philosophies were incompatible, their feelings for each other grew further and further apart. Finally, they separated.
After Ch'iu Chin and her husband separated, she went to study in Japan where she became acquainted with many fellow revolutionaries. She joined the Vnited League and was elected to be the representative of Chekiang province. Upon returning to China, she became involved in liaison activities in Chekiang urging area societies and organizations to join the revolution.
Ch'iu Chin organized a Recovery Society militia and made a pact with Hsu Hsilin in Anhwei to stage simultaneous uprisings. Due to several postponements, however, their communications were leaked and the C'h'ing troops fortified their defences. When Hsu Hsi-Iin's uprising was quelled, the Shaoshing magistrate, Kuei Fu, knowing that Ch'iu Chin would launch an uprising, dispatched troops to apprehend her.
On June 6, 1907, Ch'iu Chin was executed. Just before she died, she wrote a one-line verse: "Autumn winds and autumn rain leave people disconsolate." People who read it grieved deeply. Ch'iu Chin's courageous self-sacrifice inspired the hearts of the nation. Spurred by this young woman's heroic efforts to save her country, the upright young men of China rallied to the cause. Thereafter, in response to Ch 'iu Chin's martyrdom, the revolutionary movement raged like a blazing fire.
