The Birth of the Republic of China

On October 10th, the Wuchang revolt erupted. Two months later, seventeen of the twenty-two provinces in the Ch'ing empire had already been taken by the revolutionary army. When the Ch'ing" troops saw that their stronghold had been lost, their fighting spirit gradually dissipated. 

During the Wuchang rebellion, Dr. Sun was in the United States. He was overjoyed when he received the news and decided to devote his efforts to foreign diplomacy and get outside aid to the Ch'ing government cut off. Then, he would return to China. He left the United States and went to England, where he asked the British government to halt all loans to the Ch'ing government and to prevent Japan from aiding the Ch'ing court. The British government agreed to Dr. Sun's requests because it was clear that two-thirds of China had already fallen into revolutionary hands.
The provinces were taken one after another and they sent telegrams overseas asking- Dr. Sun to return to China immediately. On December 25, 1911, Dr. Sun arrived in Shanghai and was greeted by a large group of supporters. On December 27th, the seventeen provinces which had joined the side of the revolution each sent two delegates to attend a meeting in Nanking. There, they selected a provisional president. Each province cast one vote; Dr. Sun received sixteen votes and Huang Using one.
On January 1, 1912, Dr. Sun took office in Nanking as provisional president. He was the first president in China's five thousand year history. Five thousand years of imperial rule were over. Before China had been an empire, but from that moment forward, it had become a democracy. Nanking became its capital and the country was named the Republic of China. This was the formal beginning of the Republic of China.
The Revive China Society had been established in 1894, and in 1895 the first uprising had occurred in Canton. After twenty years of struggle and countless lives sacrificed by the revolutionaries, Dr. Sun had finally realized the overthrow of the Ch'ing empire and established the Republic of China. This is a perfect example of the axiom, "where there's a will, there's a way." Dr. Sun's steadfast resolution overcame great obstacles, achieved the goal of the revolution and established a republic.
