The Origin of the Blue Sky and White Sun on the Flag

The five revolutionaries apprehended by the Ch’ing government during the Canton uprising were Lu Hao-tung, Ch’iu Szu, Chu Kuei-ch’ung, Ch’eng K’uei-kuang and Ch’eng Yao-ch’en. Later, Lu Ho-tung, Ch’iu Szu and Chu Kuei-ch’uan were beheaded. Ch’eng K’uei-kuang was sentenced to six hundred strokes of the rod which he did not survive and Ch’eng Yao-ch’en died of an illness in prison. These five men were the first martyrs of the revolution.

Among the five martyrs, Lu Hao-tung’s death was the most tragically heroic. His personal name was Chung-Kuei and he was a native of Ts’ui-heng in the district of Hsiang-shan of Kwangtung province. He and Dr. Sun were from the same hometown and had lived near each other. Close in age, the became very close friends. After they reached adulthood, Lu Hao-tung held Dr. Sun in great respect. He had complete faith in Dr. Sun’s revolutionary views and joined the Revive China Society to help plan the Canton uprising.

Prior to the Canton uprising, the revolutionaries needed a flag. Lu Hao-tung designed a flag with a blue sky and a white sun. Lu Hao-tung was captured and martyred, but his flag was unanimously adopted by the revolutionaries. After the Republic of China was established, it became the flag of China’s Kuomintang. The blue sky represents purity and the white sun stands for clarity. Together, they represent glorious virtue, freedom and equality.

After Lu Hao-tung was arrested, the Ch’ing government officials used brutal torture as they interrogated him about the names of his fellow conspirators, but he chose to die rather than capitulate. Requesting paper and pen, he wrote a heroic confession in which he spoke of the Ch’ing usurpation of the Chinese empire and the reckless slaughter of the Chinese people. The proponents of revolution wanted to avenge this injustice and restore China to the Chinese.

He also wrote that after he died, there would be countless others who would rise up and revolt. In the end, the Ch’ing dynasty would be destroyed. This martyr’s confession was the first important document in the history of China’s revolution. When the Ch’ing officials saw his inflammatory rhetoric and unwillingness to reveal the names of his fellow conspirators, they could only execute him. He was twenty-nine years old.

