Cheng Shih-liang and the Waichow Uprising

In 1900, the Ch’ing government used the I –ho T’uan, known as the Boxers, to attack the foreign legations and kill foreigners. This led to an attack on Peking by allied forces form Britain, the United States, France, Austria, Italy, Japan, Russia, and Germany. The Empress Dowager Tzu His and Emperor Kuang Hsu fled to Sian.

It appeared that the Ch’ing government was about to fall, and Dr. Sun instructed Cheng Shih-liang to raise troops in Waichow (Hui-chou) for a second revolutionary uprising.

Cheng Shih-liang, whose formal name was Pi-ch’en, was a native of the district of Kueishan in Kwangtung province. He had been Dr. Sun’s classmate at the Po-chi Medical School at Canton. A man of bold and righteous character, he had formed associations with many of the local stalwarts. After the Canton uprising failed, he went to Japan with Dr. Sun. He later returned undercover to Kwuangtung and Waichow for the purpose of secretly raising support and contacting fellow revolutionaries.

On the eve of the uprising, Cheng Shih-liang had more than six hundred men under his command and assembled them in the San-chou-t’ian mountains near Waichow. 

To maintain secrecy, he prohibited outsiders from entering the mountains, which resulted in the proliferation of rumors on the outside that thousands of revolutionaries had gathered in the San-chou-t’ian area. Ch’ing government officials became alarmed and dispatched five thousand soldiers to guard the area. Ch’ing government officials became alarmed and dispatched five thousand soldiers to guard the area.

When Cheng Shig-liang  saw the Ch’ing troops surrounding him, he had no choice but to make the first strike. On October 8th in the middle of the night, he issued an order to launch a surprise attack on the Ch’ing troops, and the second revolutionary uprising broke out. At first, the revolutionary force advanced courageously, scattering the Ch’ing soldiers. Local citizens, who hated the Ch’ing count to twenty thousand men. A lack of guns and ammunition, as well as food, however, necessitated the subsequent dispersal of this large local militia, leaving a bank of only one thousand men. Shortly thereafter, Ch’ing reinforcements arrived and once again surrouded the revolutionary army. Lacking supplies, Cheng Shih-liang regretfully dissolved the group and glumly made his way back to Hong Kong. To everyone’s disappointment, Dr. Sun’s second revolutionary uprising had failed.

