Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Early Years

Dr. Sun Yat-sen is the founding father of the Republic of China. We call him “Kuo Fu” out of respect. He clearly qualifies for such a title because he dedicated his entire life to the revolution. Selflessly acting for the public good, he pushed forward despite repeated frustrations, and finally established the Republic of China. In addition, synthesizing the highest and most profound wisdom of ancient and modern times from both Chinese and foreign traditions, he developed “the Three Principles of the People” and guided the Chinese people toward a prosperous, strong and vigorous world of harmony and justice, an achievement which inspires our utmost respect and admiration.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s surname was Sun and his personal name was Wen. His style name was I –hsien. In Japan, he signed his name Chung-shan Ch’iau, which is why he was latercalled Chung-shan. Dr. Sun Yat-sen was born in 1866 in the Hsiangshan district of Kwangtung province in a town called Ts’ui-heng. Backed by mountains and facing the sea, Ts’ui-heng is a very beautiful scenic area.

When Dr. Sun Yat-sen was seven years old, he was enrolled in a family school. Even then, he stood out from the other children. When he was eleven years old, he met an old soldier from the Taiping Rebellion era, who often told old war stories. Dr. Sun Yat-sen found the old man’s stories enchanting. The Taiping Rebellion took place between 1850 and 1864, when two men, Hung Hsiu-ch’uan and Yang Hsiuch’ing set up their own regime in an attempt to overthrow the Ch’ing government. Their uprising began in Kwangsi province, and their military strength increased steadily. Within a few years, they had taken over half of the Manchu empire. Internal disharmony, however, finally led to their defeat. Hung Hsiu-ch’uan had died only three years before Dr. Sun was born, so the Taiping Rebellion was still fresh in people’s minds and stories about it were popular.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen heard that during the Taiping era binding women’s feet was not allowed, slaves could not be bought and sold, and people were discouraged from believing in ghosts and spirits. He felt that these ideas were harmony with his own, and they made a deep impression on him. From that time forward, his aspiration to overthrow the Ch’ing government slowly began to take shape in his mind. Three years later, at the age of fourteen, Dr. Sun Yat-sen accompanied his mother to Honolulu. This was the first time he had ever left his native country to see a new land.

