The Overseas Chinese Community: Mother of the Chinese Revolution(2)

Overseas Chinese were the mother of the revolution, and the South Seas area Southeast Asia 1 in particular was the bastion of revolutionary organization. In the late 19th century, there were approximately 5 million Chinese in the South Seas area, a concentration greater than any other area in the world. Quite naturally, winning the support of Chinese in the South Seas became an important objective for the revolutionary organizers.

In earlier periods, Chinese people in the South Seas area were very proud of spending money to obtain official rank from the Ch'ing Dynasty. Later, influenced by the thought of Manchu Royalists, some overseas Chinese in the South Seas area became revisionists. Finally, inspired by Dr. Sun Yat-sen and other leading revolutionaries, newspapers began to disseminate ideas promoting Chinese national revolution throughout these areas. Overseas Chinese in the South Seas area gradually joined the Chinese revolutionary movements as they began to comprehend the real meaning of "revolution".

Singapore was the center of the revolutionary movement in the South Seas area. In 1907, the first South Seas branch of the United League was established in Singapore. At that time, the United League already had 20 chapter offices in the South Seas area with more than 3,000 members. 

The first two members to join the revolution were Ch'en Chu-nan and Chang Yung-fu in Singapore. Ch'en Chu-nan managed businesses in lumber & canning, while Chang Yung-fu ran a textile company. In 1903, the Kiangsu Tribune Incidents occurred in Shanghai and a revolutionary named Tsou Jung was apprehended and imprisoned. Ch'en Chu-nan and Chang Yung-fu pooled their money to print Tsou Jung's book, "The Revolution Army and disseminate it throughout the South Seas area as well as Fuchien and Kwangtung. In 1904, they collaborated to create the "T'u Nan Daily Newspaper" to spread revolutionary ideas. Later, along with Dr. Sun Yat-sen and a leading revolutionary named Hu Han-min, they started the "Chung Using Daily Newspaper" . These revolutionary papers launched violent
attacks against the "Nan Yang Tsung Hui News" which was published by Manchu Royalists.

Throughout the South Seas area, revolutionary overseas Chinese established revolutionary newspapers: in Malaysia, the "Third Light Reporter"; in Hong Kong, the "China Daily News"; in Burma, the "Rangoon News", the "Progress News", and the "Burma Public News"; and in Manila, the "Public Justice News . In Indonesia, the newspaper publishers and bookstores owned by the overseas Chinese were actually "fronts" for revolutionary activities and served as meeting halls. Dr. Sun Yat-sen once used "the South Seas Elementary Student" as his pen name to publish his revolutionary arguments. These revolutionary newspapers made the difference, and the written word succeeded in bringing about a revolution that rose up from all over the globe.
