The founding of the Republic of China was primarily attributable to the efforts of
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, our Founding Father. After Dr. Sun's death, the growth of the
fledgling Republic depended entirely on the leadership of the late President Chiang Kai-shek.

Chiang Kai-shek was born in 1887 in Fung-hwa County, Chekiang Province, in
China. His formal education began at the age of six when he went to a traditional
Chinese private school. At a young age, he displayed the qualities of a born leader.
For instance, when playing with his friends, he preferred military games and often gave orders to other children like a general.

One day he was watching some fish swimming in the stream. He noticed that the
fish did not swim downstream, but strived to make their way upstream. He was
greatly inspired by this scene, thinking if even little fish could strive so hard, shouldn't
human beings strive even harder? So he made up his mind that whatever difficulties
he might encounter, he would never give up his efforts. And indeed, he turned out to
be a world-renowned military general and leader.

By 1906, Chiang had grown to be a handsome and honorable young man who had strong sympathy for his beloved country, which was suffering from unfair treatment and insults imposed by foreign powers. After cutting his queue off to express opposition to the government, he proceeded to study in Japan and committed himself to the revolution against the Ch'ing dynasty.

During his stay in Japan, Chiang became acquainted with revolutionist Chen Ing-
shih and got involved in revolutionary activities. At 22, he joined the United League.
Two years later, in Tokyo, he met Dr. Sun for the first time. It was a pleasant meeting
in which the two talked a great deal about current affairs. Dr. Sun thought highly of
Chiang and regarded him as a rare talent for the revolution.

During the Hsin Hai Revolution of 1911, Chiang was appointed commander of the
vanguard forces to attack Chekiang Province. Chiang s outstanding performance in
his first revolutionary endeavor was impressive. Afterwards, he followed Dr. Sun in
striving for China's unification and development.

