After the July 7th Incident, Japan's intentions were fully revealed. Japanese
actions were increasingly brutal. Aware that China would not surrender, the Japanese
made blindly ambitious plans to subdue China within three months. On August 13,
1937, Japan started land and sea attacks on Chinese forces in Shanghai, and was met
with heroic resistance.

The Chinese navy blockaded the Yangtze River and the air force gathered in the
Shanghai area to deter Japan's aggression. Bomber planes were ready to raid
Japanese strongholds and warships in Shanghai prepared to stop their advance.
Pursuit planes were deployed to protect the cities of Nanking, Hangchou and Nanchang.
On August 14, China's Air Force started a heavy bombardment of Japanese troops in
Shanghai. That afternoon, a large Japanese air fleet counter-attacked in Hangchou.
As soon as they arrived at Jienchiao Chuao airfield, the Fourth Wing of China s Air
Force took off to meet the Japanese invaders.

Led by Colonel Kau Chih-hang, the Fourth Wing consisted of two squadrons,
which moved to intercept incoming Japanese planes. Though the combined air might
of the Japanese armed forces substantially outnumbered the fledgling Chinese air force,
the latter could rely on rigorous training, raw courage, and Chairman Chiang's
instructions to "use tactics to compensate for the lack of weaponry, use strategy to
compensate for shortcomings in tactics." Kau s wing shot down three Japanese planes,
marking the first downing of Japanese planes in the Sino-Japanese War. Moreover, no
Chinese planes were lost, making this one of the most brilliant successes in the history
of the Chinese Air Force. It was a great boost to national morale. Later, in
remembrance of the feat, August 14th was designated as "Air Force Day."
