In 1945, the Sino-Japanese war was coming to an end. In view of its unavoidable
defeat, Japan began looking for other nations to act as mediators in negotiating a
ceasefire. On August 6 and 9, the United States launched atomic bomb attacks on
Japan. On August 19, the Emperor of Japan announced an unconditional surrender.

After the announcement of the unconditional surrender came the process of
accepting the surrender. On September 8 in Nanking, Ho Ying-chin represented the
commander-in-chief of the China Theater at the signing ceremony marking the
surrender of all Japanese forces in the China theater. Formal surrenders were then
arranged in the various parts of China between September 11 and the middle of October.

As early as 1943, leaders from China, the United States and the Great Britain
announced in the Cairo Declaration that Japan had to return land taken from China,
including Manchuria, Taiwan and the Penghu islands. The ceremony for the
surrender of Japanese forces in the Taiwan area was held in Taipei on October 25, 1945.
The Japanese Governor-General formally surrendered to Chen Yi, who was the acting
governor and head of the Taiwan Garrison Command. This is the origin of
Retrocession Day in Taiwan.

In the eight-year-long Sino-Japanese war, Chinese people demonstrated impressive
perseverance and won worldwide respect. After the unequal treaties were abolished,
China was ranked among the five major powers in the world together with the United
States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union and France. Taiwan and the Penghu islands
were returned to their mother country after a harsh and costly battle. We should never
forget the courageous struggle of our predecessors to regain national dignity, a struggle
full of tears and blood. To carry out our forefathers' wishes, the sacred mission of
maintaining freedom, democracy and the prosperity of the country should be
shouldered by every Chinese.

