The Emperor-protection Society

At the same time Dr. Sun was dedicating himself to revolutionary activity and committing himself to the use of armed force to overthrow the Ch’ing government, another group was advocating the protection of the emperor and the transformation of China into a democratic monarchy. Proponents of this type of government were known as the Emperor-Protection Party and were reqresented by K’ang Yu-wei and Liang Ch’I-ch’ao.

Kang Y’u-wei and Liang Ch’I-ch’ao were from Kwangtung province. K’ang Y’u-wei was well-educated and progressive in his thinking. He also harbored the great ambition of making China strong and prosperous. Liang Ch’I-ch’ao was K’ang Y’u-wei’s student. Well-versed in both eastern and western traditions, he was an eloquent writer and his essays exerted a broad influence, earning him a brilliant reputation. K’ang Y’u-wei and Liang Ch’I-ch’o believed that the Ch’ing emperor, Kuang Hsu, was a good ruler and that it was the Empress Dowager, Tzu His, who had brought the country to ruin. They wanted to oust the Empress Dowager Tzu His and back Emperor Kuang Hsu, which would make China’s government similay to the constitutional monarchies of Britain and Japan. Constitutional monarchies have a royal monarch and a constitution. In other works, a constitutional monarchy is a democratic nation with a royal sovereign.

Earlier in 1898, K’ang Y’u-wei had assisted Emperor Kuang Hsu in reforming the government. This is known in history as “the Hundred Day Reform” because it lasted barely one hundred days. Six of the ministers who had aided in the reform were executed, but K’ang Y’u-wei and Liang Ch’I-ch’ao fled the country. While they were abroad, they established the Empecoc-Protection Society and drew part of their membership from the Revive China Society in Japan and Honolulu. This was a heavy blow to Dr. Sun. The thinking of the general public was still not progressive enough and revolution was viewed as insurrection. Protecting the emperor was considered to be allegiance to the ruler by loyal subjects. Consequently, a large contingency from the Revive China Society went over to the Emperor-Protection Society.

After the Emperor-Protection Faction and the Revolutionary Party became rivals, both sides published journals overseas, opening up a debate in a struggle for overseas Chinese support. Later, after Kuang Hsu was assassinated by the Empress Dowager Tzu His the Ch’ing administration merely carried out the reforms in a perfunctory manner. In dismay, many of the constitutional reformers turned toward revolution. Nate the monarchy, and establish a democracy was the best solution.

