The United League

The United League was established in 1905. Before it was organized, the revolution had already become a force to be reckoned with. Various books and periodicals calling for revolution were being published in large numbers and all kinds of revolutionary organizations were springing up. Aside from the Revive China Society, at that time, Huang Hsing and Liu K’uei-I’s China Revival Society in Changsha, the capital of Hunan Province, Liu Ching-an’s Daily Knowledge Society in the city of Wuchang in Hupei province, and the Recovery Society set up by Ts’ai Yuan-p’ei and T’ao Ch’eng-chang in shanghai were all revolutionary organizations established to oppose the Ch’ing government.

Dr. Sun realized that the revolutionary movement possessed substantial power and wanted to unite these strong anti-Ch’ing resistance groups. Before uniting them, however, he needed to strengthen the Revive China Society so that it would be capable of providing leadership for the other groups. He traveled to Vietnam, Belgium, France, and Germany to establish branches of the Revive China Society.

On July 19, 1905, dr. Sun returned to Yokohama, Japan, where he began disseminating his ideas in the hope of uniting the various anti-Ch’ing organizations. He succeeded in winning popular approval. Revolutionary youths in Japan and leaders of the anti-Ch’ing organizations flocked to meet with him. Later, everyone unanimously decided to cooperate in promoting revolutionary work and elected Dr. Sun as their helmsman. This large coalition of organizations was called the United League.

The United League was officially established on August 20, 1905. More than three hundred revolutionaries took part in the formation of the league. With the exception of Kansu province, seventeen provinces sent representatives to participate. Huang Hsing served as league chairman. After the charter as passed, Dr. Sun was elected president of the league. On that day, Dr. Sun discussed his Three Principles of the People and Five Power Constitution in detail.

After it was established, the United League grew quickly, and within a few months, membership had reached ten thousand. The League began publishing the “People’s Tribune” to serve as a promotional mouthpiece and extend the proselytizing work of the revolution. From that time forward, united under Dr. Sun’s direction, the Chinese revolutionary cause entered on to a new stage, and the dawn’s early light of victory appeared near at hand.

