In 1927, Japan continued to try to disrupt the Northern Expedition and block the
reunification of China. Japan not only caused the Chinan incident, it also gathered its
troops in Fungtien so that it could cause more troubles in China to interrupt Chiang Kai-
shek's Northern Expedition against the warlords. A bomb attack on a train at
Huangkutuen in 1928, which killed warlord Chang Tao-lin of the Feng faction, was a
typical provocation by Japan; in this case they used it as an excuse to initiate military
aggression on Manchuria.

On Sept. 18, 1931, Japan bombed a portion of railroad near Shenyang and claimed
that it was the National Army which launched the destruction. Japan immediately
launched a military offensive toward Manchuria. This became known as the
"Shenyang Incident" or the "September 18th Incident." After the September 18th
Incident, soldiers and young civilian men in Manchuria organized volunteer troops to
counter Japan's attack. Ma Chan-shan was the most active in organizing resistance
activities. Japan began to apply heavy suppression to these resistance activities.

In 1932, Ma Chan-shan organized a provincial government in Heiho and formally
established a volunteer force to retake the land occupied by Japan. In May, from three
directions, Ma's volunteer forces fought Japanese troops and caused a great deal of
anxiety in the Japanese army. In October, Ma's force besieged Heilongchiang
Province. Japan fought back with an abundance of well-armed troops. Ma's troops
were forced to withdraw. Still, the volunteer militia in Manchuria continued their
arduous struggle till the end.

Ma's bravery aroused an overwhelming response from all over the country.
College students in Shanghai formed anti-Japanese groups. Universities in Peking,
together with the local citizens, rallied against the Japanese. A countrywide fury was
ignited by Japan's ruthless aggression. Still, given all the hardships domestically and
in foreign relations, the national government still took a passive attitude without
fighting back. Nevertheless, Ma's constant struggle wrote an impressive page in the
tearful history of the anti-Japanese resistance.

